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2022 ExxonMobil Community Philanthropic Award Recipients 

Individuals – John & Aileen Cotter  
Corporate – Constellation 

 

The 2022 ExxonMobil Individual and Corporate Community Philanthropic Awards were presented on Saturday, 
October 15, 2022 at Heritage Bluffs Golf Club by Pete Colarelli, Midwest Public Affairs Manager at ExxonMobil, and 
the People for Channahon Parks Foundation.  

 
John and Aileen Cotter were recognized as the 2022 ExxonMobil Individual Community Philanthropic Award recipients. 
Their daughters, Marsha Simotes and Brenda VanAsdlen, were in attendance to receive the award on behalf of their 
parents.    
 
John and Aileen Cotter have dedicated 61 years of public service to the Channahon community. John first came to 
Illinois from his home in the state of Arkansas in 1956. He met lifelong resident Aileen Torkelson, they were married in 
1958. 
 
Around the same time, John was employed by Wadsworth Golf Course Construction Company. He started his career at 
Wadsworth driving tractors to construct golf courses and eventually rose to the rank of president, general manager and 
co-creator/part owner. Wadsworth Golf Course Construction Company has built over 900 golf courses across the United 
States, including our local course, Heritage Bluffs Golf Club, in addition to numerous courses internationally. Prior to 
starting his career, John served his country in the U.S. Armed Forces and was stationed in Germany during his tour of 
duty. 
 
Throughout his life, John was very active in the local community and donated his time and talents in a variety roles and 
positions in the Channahon and Minooka areas. He was a member of the Channahon United Methodist Church and 
chairman of the finance committee. He also served on the Minooka High School Board of Education. Lastly, John sat on 
the People for Channahon Parks Foundation board and provided his input and expertise which was integral in the 
development of Arroyo Trails. 
 
Alongside John, Aileen was also an active member in our community. Over the years, she has dedicated her time and 
talent volunteering at Channahon Grade School District #17. As the PTO President she chaired many fundraisers 
including the annual Fun Fair, book sales, and donut and popcorn days. Aileen also dedicated her time at the Channahon 
United Methodist Church. As a member of the church, she held positions on the building and finance committee. She was 
also a Sunday school teacher and spent time at the Antique Show and Turkey Supper fundraisers where she shared her 
positive energy with the adults and children in town. Aileen continues to keep John’s legacy and their mission alive with 
her support and generosity for people in need. 
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Aileen resides in Channahon and has two daughters, Marsha Simotes and Brenda & son-in-law Rick VanAsdlen and 
numerous grand and great grandchildren. 
 
The 2022 ExxonMobil Corporate Community Philanthropic Award was presented to Constellation, which is the nation’s 
largest producer of carbon-free energy and the leading competitive retail supplier of power and energy products and 
services for homes and businesses across the United States. Its generation fleet powers more than 20 million homes and 
is helping to accelerate the nation’s transition to clean energy with more than 32,400 megawatts of capacity and annual 
output that is 90 percent carbon-free. 
 
Constellation’s nuclear presence in Illinois started with Dresden Unit 1 in Morris, which was the first commercial nuclear 
power plant in the U.S. built without government funding. The 210-megawatt unit was shut down in 1978 and is 
designated as a Nuclear Historic Landmark. Dresden’s Unit 2 & 3, along with two units each at Braidwood Station and 
LaSalle County Generating Station, make up one of the largest concentrations of carbon-free nuclear power in a single 
area in the county. Add in reactors in Clinton, Byron and Cordova, and Illinois is tops in the nation in emissions-free 
nuclear power. 
 
Constellation has set a goal to eliminate 100 percent of its greenhouse gas emissions by leveraging innovative technology 
and enhancing its diverse mix of hydro, wind and solar resources, paired with the nation’s largest carbon-free nuclear 
fleet. Constellation has set a goal to produce 100% carbon-free electricity by 2040. 
 
As Constellation works toward these goals, it will continue to serve as a leading supporter of local communities through 
workforce development programs; philanthropy; volunteerism; and diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives. The 
employees at its nuclear plants regularly contribute approximately $250,000 annually to local non-profits and charitable 
efforts. Its major efforts include Fishing for a Cure at Braidwood Lake, Labor of Love in LaSalle County, and a major 
donation in 2022 toward the new Morris YMCA/Morris Hospital complex, which begins construction in 2023. 
 
The People for Channahon Parks Foundation is proud to partner with ExxonMobil to recognize individuals and 
businesses who donate their time, talents and treasures to improve the quality of life for their neighbors. Together we 
recognize these individuals and businesses by awarding them the ExxonMobil Community Philanthropic Award. The 
Foundation would like to thank ExxonMobil for generously supporting the Channahon community and continuously 
demonstrating true philanthropic spirit. 

 
The People for Channahon Parks Foundation was formed in 2009. The Foundation is a 501(c)3 not for profit 
organization that solicits support for the Channahon Park District through volunteerism, gifts and grants, 
memberships, and planned giving opportunities. A Board of Directors consisting of 10 local community members 
acts to improve the quality of life for people utilizing the park system. 

 
For more information visit www.PeopleForChannahonParks.org or call 815-467-7275. 
 

#### 

http://www.peopleforchannahonparks.org/

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   CONTACT: Jennifer Mensik
	2022 ExxonMobil Community Philanthropic Award Recipients

